President Obama Proposes Tuition-Free
Community College for Qualifying Students.
Posted 1-21-15
In his State of the Union address last night, President Obama laid out an economic plan that
included a proposal to offer free community college education to qualifying students.
Called America’s College Promise Proposal, the plan aims to better prepare students for
the job market of the future while relieving college debt for students and families.
Here’s an excerpt from the President’s speech about college and jobs:

“By the end of this decade, two in three job openings will require some higher education. Two in
three. And yet, we still live in a country where too many bright, striving Americans are priced
out of the education they need. It’s not fair to them, and it’s not smart for our future.
That’s why I am sending this Congress a bold new plan to lower the cost of community college –
to zero.
Forty percent of our college students choose community college. Some are young and starting
out. Some are older and looking for a better job. Some are veterans and single parents trying to
transition back into the job market. Whoever you are, this plan is your chance to graduate ready
for the new economy, without a load of debt. Understand, you’ve got to earn it – you’ve got to
keep your grades up and graduate on time.
Tennessee, a state with Republican leadership, and Chicago, a city with Democratic leadership,
are showing that free community college is possible. I want to spread that idea all across
America, so that two years of college becomes as free and universal in America as high school is
today. And I want to work with this Congress, to make sure Americans already burdened with
student loans can reduce their monthly payments, so that student debt doesn’t derail anyone’s
dreams.
Thanks to Vice President Biden’s great work to update our job training system, we’re connecting
community colleges with local employers to train workers to fill high-paying jobs like coding,
and nursing, and robotics. Tonight, I’m also asking more businesses to follow the lead of
companies like CVS and UPS, and offer more educational benefits and paid apprenticeships –
opportunities that give workers the chance to earn higher-paying jobs even if they don’t have a
higher education.”



White House Fact Sheet: America’s College Promise Proposal:
Tuition-Free Community College for Responsible Students
Read the full text of the State of the Union address

