PASSAIC COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

ACADEMIC YEAR 2010-2011
COURSE:   MA 005  BEGINNING ALGEBRA


Application to the fundamental concepts and processes of elementary algebra. Topics include algebraic expressions, linear equations, polynomials, radicals, solving quadratic equations, linear systems and graphing. “C” is the minimum grade for movement to a higher remedial level and for completion of a remedial requirement. 

                    4 hours lecture; (4 credits).

                    Prerequisite: MA 004 with a minimum grade of B, Test placement or permission of department chairperson.

OBJECTIVES:   


Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Identify and use the properties of real numbers.

2. Simplify and evaluate algebraic expressions.

3. Solve linear equations and applications.

4. Identify polynomials and perform the following 

· Addition         

· Subtraction 

· Multiplication 

· Division

· Factoring                    

5. Perform the four arithmetic operations on rational expressions

6. Solve rational equations.

7. Determine the slope and equation of a line.

8. Solve systems of linear equations and applications, employing the graphical, substitution and addition methods.

9. Perform the arithmetic operations and radical expressions.

10. Solve radical equations.

11. Solve quadratic equations using the methods of factoring, square root, completing the square quadratic formula.

TEXT:
Beginning Algebra - Lilal/Hornsby/Mc Ginnis 10th Edition

(PCCC Customized Edition)
OFFICE:


PHONE:  

EVALUATION:

                   Final evaluation of class performance will be based on in-class examinations, attendance, and participation. Grades will be assigned as follows: A, A- (superior achievement), B, B-, B+ (above average), C, C+ (fully acceptable academic performance), and D (passing, but student must repeat course), F (academic failure).

                    THE USE OF CALCULATORS IS NOT PERMITTED IN THIS COURSE

The five in-class tests will be given according to the course calendar schedule. There will be NO make-up tests. Due to this fact, the lowest grade of five will be dropped from the final average. This average will comprise 85 % of the course grade.


Attendance is mandatory. Absences will affect your final grade and performance in exams.  Please make every effort to attend all classes.  If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to study the material covered during the session. Attendance and class participation will comprise 5% of the final grade.


Homework assignments will be checked each class session. No homework will be accepted for credit after the due date. Assignments will comprise 10% of the final grade.


Student must achieve minimum competency score on the Basic Skills Test (The final exam) in order to successfully complete this course.
MATH LABS:

PCCC has two Math labs, located in U203 and U303 in the Pruden Building, for tutoring in all levels of Math. The labs are open Monday thru Friday in the day and evening and Saturdays during the day. Schedules for both labs are posted in the respective rooms. There are designated blocks of time for developmental courses as well as drop-in hours for students in any level. All students are encouraged to go to the lab for as much help as needed. 


In addition to the labs, students may also use eTutoring for extra help. eTutoring is a professional tutoring service, paid for by PCCC, provided free to all PCCC students. The URL is www.etutoring.org. Math tutoring is available for Basic Math trough Calculus II.
STUDENT BEHAVIOR:

 
Passaic County Community College is an educational institution committed to maintaining an environment that creates a conducive, learning experience.  Therefore, devices that cause a disruption to the classroom experience will not be permitted. This includes but is not restricted to beepers, cellular phones, and walkman. In addition, students are encouraged to get to class on time and to complete the requirements of their coursework in order to earn an acceptable grade. 

If you have a disability and believe you need accommodations in my classroom, please see your counselor in the Counseling Department.  If you require testing accommodations, you must notify me one week in advance of the test.

